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Background

There are a large number of reasons for loss of
biological diversity in our Protected Areas (PAs).
These include local biotic and developmental
pressures from outside the PAthat have an impacton
its biodiversity. However, it has rarely been
appreciated that the key issue is a lack of awareness
and concern for its depletion at the local level. This
lack of concern is due to misinformation and incorrect
perceptions of the values of biological diversity and
the importance of the PA to a variety of stakeholders.
These include the local communities, tourists and the
Forest Department staff.

Local people increasingly feel alienated from the PA
and view the PA as a facility that is used increasingly
by urban people for their recreation. An awareness of
the benefits of the PAs as a provider of ecological
services and alternate income generation
possibilities has not reached the fringe populations
living in the vicinity of the PAs. Most tourists except for
serious wildlifers visiting these PAs also do not view
these PAs as important centers for maintaining
biological diversity, but as a 'getaway' from their
regular hectic lifestyles. This is very often due to the
absence of effective interpretation at these PAs. They
often come to the PA to see 'glamour species' without
an understanding of the very important role PAs play
in maintaining biological diversity and sustaining
ecological functions.

A comprehensive conservation awareness program
along with development of skills at the local and
regional levels can go a long way in enhancing
awareness levels among the various stakeholders,
which can lead to biodiversity conservation.The main
purpose of the program was to enhance community
support for biodiversity conservation in Protected
Areas through a locale sepcific structured
environment educaiton program at the school
level, with capacity building among local
Government officials

village communities and tourists. This
comprehensive program focussed on three target
groups: local communities, frontline staff of the Forest
Department and tourists for fostering greater
awareness and interestin conservation.

The major activities of the projectincluded :

Capacity building of school teachers leading to
enhanced knowledge about natural resources and
biodiversity conservation through training workshops.

= Initiating a School Environment Education Program
that uses the PAs as a learning resource through the
trained teachers

= Developing locale specific conservation awareness
material, posters, teaching aids and Interpretation
Centers for the project sites.

= Training frontline staff of the Forest Department as
Nature Tourism Guides.

= |dentifying means to create visitor awareness of the
biodiversity values of the PA and the need for
sustainable tourism practices.

=ldentifying and initiating opportunities for
participation of local people in ecotourism.

The project thus used an innovative approach to
conservation of biodiversity through capacity building
of schoolteachers and students, Forest department
officials and the local rural and neighboring urban
communities. It has established strong linkage
between these key stakeholders for conservation of
biodiversity. It increased an appreciation of the
sustainable use of natural resources which includes
local water resources, fuelwood and alternate energy
generating possibilities, and enhanced the local
economy through clear It defined ecotourism
management.



Project Location

MADHYA PRADESH

|+ UTTAR PRADESH

Project Components

Uttar Pradesh: Dudhwa National Park with the
neighbouring towns of Lakhimpur Kheri and
Nigasari and Lucknow Zoological Garden with
the city of Lucknow.

Madhya Pradesh: Sanjay National Park with
the neighbouring town of Sidhi and
Bandhavgarh National Park with the
neighbouring town of Umaria.

The project included 20 schools each around
the fringes of the PAs and 10 urban schools each
in the neighbouring towns.

Project period: June 2004 to June 2007
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Empowering Teachers

The most important organised sector that can touch
the hearts and minds of a large number of individuals
are school teachers. Training of school teachers was
thus an important component in this project. The
teachers from each of the 120 schools in the program
were exposed to multiple training sessions. The
sessions at the workshops used a variety of
techniques and also equipped them with skills for
nature interpretation.

* 14 teacher training workshops were held over three
years.

* 323 teachers have been trained intensively through
multiple workshops

* The workshops focused on enhancing awareness
environmental issues and  building skills in
delivering EE.

Supporting with environment education material

Availability of locale specific environment education
material is a major lacunae. The program developed
a set of four handbooks for teachers that detailed out
the various sessions to be conducted and provided
background reading material while the activity books
encouraged students to explore their environment
and sensitized them to the various environmental
issues. Each student participating in the program was
given three Activity Books over the duration of the
project period.

Visual material for schools is another key concern.
Posters for schools on nature not only enliven the
walls but are one of the most effective tools for
creating conservation awareness. Posters on the
school walls have ensured a high degree of
information retention. A set of 35 posters on the
biodiversity of the area have been developed and
distributed in the schools.

Set of three Activity Books for students
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Teaching-learning aids were developed and are
being widely used in schools

Environmentalising school education

The program was implemented in 30 schools at each
site. The first cluster of 20 schools were from around the
PA while the second cluster of 10 were urban schools
from the nearest district.

The program focused on enhancing knowledge about
ecosystem structure and functions, biodiversity - birds,
mammals, insects, reptiles, plants of the specific sites,
values of biodiversity, threats to conservation
conservation measures along with the development of
skills of observation, data collection, interpretation and
communication.
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Various different modes of delivering environmental
concepts such as audio-visual shows, environment
Games, debates, role-plays, field visits, action
programs, surveys were used.

Each school was encouraged to take up an action
project in their vicinity. Students participated in rallies
and street plays to spread awareness among the
community.

120 schools were involved in the program. In this
period 7420 students accessed regularly.






